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Disciplinary Skills

Disciplinary concepts are how we make use of the substantive knowledge (the facts!). We need to learn how we organise, debate and interpret the knowledge to become geographers.

	[image: https://www.threemilestone.cornwall.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Screen-Shot-2023-10-26-at-14.34.28.png]
	Change: Change is crucial as a driver within physical geography (as seen in processes such as coastal erosion) and human geography, as seen in issues such as urban redevelopment, or population growth. Managing change is a key aspect of geography – we learn from past changes and predict and manage future ones.
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	Diversity: Diversity relates to our focus on a complex and varied world – places and environments are diverse between and within themselves.
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	Interaction: Interaction is closely linked to change. Again, in both physical and human aspects of the subject, geographers want to find out how things are linked together and how one aspect affects another. In human geography, it is not enough just to establish how and why people or countries are interlinked; we also want to know about the power relationships involved.
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	Perception & representation: Perception & representation concern issues of how people think about the world and how they communicate that thinking to others. How people experience the world, both directly and through the media, affects their actions within it, which affects the lives of others.
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	Fieldwork: Fieldwork is an important part of Geography. Fieldwork allows us to take our theoretical knowledge out into the real world, seeing processes come alive. At Cardinham, fieldwork opportunities and skills have been mapped out, making the most of our school grounds, school locality and wider locality. 
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	Map skills: Geographical skills include both constructing and interpreting hard-copy and digital maps and plans. This involves the use of atlases and globes. Maps are, to a certain extent, the language of geography. Throughout school, pupils are introduced to different types of mapping, including topological and thematic mapping, as they progress through key stage 2 decoding information from maps: constructing (or encoding) maps; analysing distributions and relationships; route-finding; interpreting the information to draw conclusions.
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	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Change
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	Skill: Notice changes in their immediate environment.

Example: Observe how a puddle dries or how plants grow.

Vocabulary: change, grow, new, old, now, before
	Skill: Describe simple changes in familiar environments.

Example: Talk about seasons or how a playground looks different after rain.

Vocabulary: change, before, after, different, seasons, weather
	Skill: Recognise change over time and its impact.

Example: Compare photos of the playground from last term with now.

Vocabulary: past, present, compare, difference, before, after
	Skill: Identify human and physical changes in the local area.

Example: Note new buildings, roadworks, or plant growth.

Vocabulary: human, physical, change, environment, growth, development
	Skill: Explain causes and effects of change.

Example: Investigate how erosion affects a local stream or playground soil.

Vocabulary: cause, effect, process, change, erosion, development
	Skill: Predict and manage potential changes.

Example: Suggest improvements to reduce playground flooding.

Vocabulary: predict, manage, impact, effect, change, solution
	Skill: Analyse changes in environments and communities over time.

Example: Compare land use changes in the local area using maps and photos.

Vocabulary: analyse, pattern, impact, change, development, comparison
	Skill: Evaluate and propose solutions to manage change.

Example: Develop a plan for sustainable development or conservation in the local area.

Vocabulary: evaluate, manage, sustainable, solution, impact, development, change

	Diversity
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	Skill: Notice differences in people, plants, or animals.

Example: Compare different kinds of flowers or classmates’ pets.

Vocabulary: different, same, variety, look, colour
	Skill: Recognise diversity in the local environment.

Example: Spot different tree types or garden plants.

Vocabulary: variety, different, environment, type, colour
	Skill: Describe differences between places or features.

Example: Compare two playground areas or school gardens.

Vocabulary: compare, difference, variety, feature
	Skill: Identify diversity in human and physical environments.

Example: Note differences between urban and rural areas nearby.

Vocabulary: human, physical, diversity, environment, population
	Skill: Explain reasons for diversity.

Example: Investigate why certain plants grow in one area and not another.

Vocabulary: reason, cause, variety, environment, feature
	Skill: Analyse diversity within regions and communities.

Example: Compare local shops, housing types, or habitats.

Vocabulary: analyse, pattern, variety, region, environment
	Skill: Evaluate implications of diversity.

Example: Investigate how diverse land use affects local communities.

Vocabulary: evaluate, impact, diversity, environment, population
	Skill: Compare global diversity and its significance.

Example: Study how climate and culture affect lifestyles in different countries.

Vocabulary: global, cultural, diversity, environment, impact, significance

	Interactions
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	Skill: Notice simple interactions between people and their environment.

Example: Water plants and see them grow.

Vocabulary: affect, change, help, use, interact
	Skill: Describe how actions affect the environment.

Example: Observe footprints in mud or litter in the playground.

Vocabulary: affect, action, result, environment, change
	Skill: Identify simple links between human and physical features.

Example: Notice how playground paths prevent muddy grass.

Vocabulary: link, affect, feature, human, physical
	Skill: Explain interactions between people and places.

Example: Investigate how local shops influence traffic patterns.

Vocabulary: interact, effect, environment, cause, result
	Skill: Analyse relationships between natural processes and human activity.

Example: Study how river flooding affects nearby fields.

Vocabulary: relationship, cause, effect, interaction, process
	Skill: Compare interactions in different environments.

Example: Examine how footpaths, rivers, and buildings affect local ecosystems.

Vocabulary: compare, interaction, relationship, process, impact
	Skill: Evaluate complex interactions and consequences.

Example: Investigate local land use, transport, and pollution links.

Vocabulary: analyse, evaluate, consequence, interaction, relationship
	Skill: Understand global interactions and power relationships.

Example: Study trade, migration, or environmental agreements and their local/global effects.

Vocabulary: global, interaction, relationship, power, impact, consequence

	Perception and Representation
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	Skill: Notice how people experience places differently.

Example: Talk about how the playground feels fun or scary.

Vocabulary: feel, see, notice, like, dislike
	Skill: Describe places using their own impressions.


Example: Draw a picture of the school garden and talk about it.

Vocabulary: describe, impression, see, feel, think
	Skill: Represent places through simple drawings or models.

Example: Make a 3D model of the playground.

Vocabulary: represent, model, draw, picture, map
	Skill: Recognise that different people experience places differently.

Example: Compare photos or descriptions of the park from different children.

Vocabulary: perception, view, experience, compare, difference
	Skill: Communicate observations clearly using maps, diagrams, or text.

Example: Draw a map of the local park showing play areas and paths.

Vocabulary: represent, communicate, diagram, map, observation
	Skill: Analyse representations of places and what they show or hide.

Example: Compare a tourist brochure with a field visit to the location.

Vocabulary: analyse, represent, perception, difference, observation
	Skill: Evaluate how representations affect understanding of places.

Example: Investigate how media maps or websites portray cities or countries.

Vocabulary: evaluate, representation, perception, media, understanding
	Skill: Critically interpret and produce representations of local, national, and global places.

Example: Create thematic maps or infographics and analyse how they shape understanding.

Vocabulary: interpret, represent, critical, perception, communication, thematic, infographic

	Fieldwork
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	Skill: Explore immediate surroundings and notice features of the environment.

Example: Collect leaves or rocks from the playground and talk about what they see.

Vocabulary: look, see, notice, explore, outside, near, nature
	Skill: Observe and describe features of familiar places.

Example: Walk around the school garden and describe what they see and hear.

Vocabulary: observe, describe, environment, garden, playground, building
	Skill: Record simple observations using drawings or photos.

Example: Take photos of playground features and draw a simple picture map.

Vocabulary: record, draw, photo, picture, observe, describe
	Skill: Use simple methods to collect information from the local environment.

Example: Count trees in the school grounds or note types of plants.

Vocabulary: survey, count, record, measure, observe, local area
	Skill: Make observations systematically and begin to classify features.

Example: Record types of land use (e.g., grass, playground, path) and classify them.

Vocabulary: classify, category, feature, data, observe, record
	Skill: Collect and record data using a range of methods; begin to compare results.

Example: Measure playground areas or footpaths and compare the sizes.

Vocabulary: measure, record, compare, data, observation, method, result
	Skill: Analyse fieldwork data to identify patterns and relationships.

Example: Survey litter around the school grounds and analyse which areas are most affected.

Vocabulary: analyse, pattern, relationship, data, survey, observation, conclusion
	Skill: Plan and conduct independent fieldwork using a variety of methods and tools; draw conclusions.

Example: Design a survey of local traffic patterns or land use and present findings using graphs and maps.

Vocabulary: plan, conduct, method, tool, survey, data, conclusion, pattern, analysis

	[image: A blue circle with a map and a pin

Description automatically generated]Map Skills
	Skill: Recognise simple spatial relationships and features in their environment.

Example: Identify classroom, playground, or home on a simple plan or layout.

Vocabulary: near, far, left, right, behind, next to
	Skill: Use simple maps or pictures to navigate.

Example: Follow a treasure map of the classroom or outdoor area.

Vocabulary: map, plan, route, journey, location, direction
	Skill: Recognise basic map symbols and use a simple key.

Example: Use a pictorial map of the school to find the library.

Vocabulary: symbol, key, route, landmark, map, direction
	Skill: Begin to use simple atlases and globes; follow a route on a map.

Example: Find countries or continents on a globe; trace a simple route between towns.

Vocabulary: atlas, globe, continent, country, ocean, north, south, east, west
	Skill: Use a map to identify physical and human features; construct simple maps.

Example: Draw a map of the classroom or local park including buildings, paths, and trees.

Vocabulary: landmark, feature, human feature, physical feature, map, key, route
	Skill: Interpret simple thematic maps; use a scale and grid references.

Example: Read a map showing population density or land use; find a location using grid references.

Vocabulary: scale, grid, coordinates, population, distribution, theme, key
	Skill: Analyse spatial patterns and relationships; construct more detailed maps.

Example: Draw a local area map showing transport routes and land use; analyse patterns.

Vocabulary: pattern, distribution, relationships, route, landscape, map, key
	Skill: Use a variety of maps (topographical, thematic, digital); decode complex information.

Example: Use OS maps, digital mapping apps to plan a route and interpret data (e.g., elevation, population, climate).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Vocabulary: topographical map, thematic map, contour, elevation, coordinates, digital mapping, analysis, distribution
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