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Disciplinary Skills Progression

Disciplinary concepts are how we make use of the substantive knowledge (the facts!). We need to learn how we organise, debate and interpret the knowledge to become historians.

	Significance
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Significance is when a person, idea or event has a long lasting impact on the word. It is a way of children understanding the value of or understanding of the past. They do no have to be positive impact to be significant. Significant doesn’t mean famous.
A person/event is significant if they:
· Changed people’s lives for better or worse
· Chang events at the time they lived
· Had a lasting impact on their country or the world
· Had been a really good/bad Example to people of how to live and/or behave
	Handling Evidence & Historical Interpretation
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Understanding the methods of enquiry for finding out about the last from historical evidence and how these can be used to make historical claims.
It is what is left behind. We never have a whole picture of the past – use these to recontruct the past.
A source of evidence can not be unreliable – it depends what questions you are asking of it. A source is always useful, even if it is biassed – it is what it can tell you.
	Chronology
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Children need to understand chronology through a sense of time, period and narrative. It should encompass local, national and international history including how they relate to one another.
Where does our new learning fit into the framework of what we already know?
How does our new learning link with what we already know?
‘…know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world.’

	Cause and Consequence
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This disciplinary concept explores what causes made an event happen and what were the consequences of the event.
	Continuity and Change
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Continuity is where things remains the same or relatively unchanged over time.

Change is the opposite.
	Similarities and Difference
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Looking at the disciplinary concept of similarity and different is how an aspect of the past at a similar point in time is the same or different.
This can be used to compare different culture, civilisation or people.
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	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Chronology
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	Skill: Begin to understand time through routines and natural changes and talk about past and future events in simple terms.
Example: “Yesterday we played outside. Tomorrow we will go to the park.”
Vocabulary: before, after, now, soon, yesterday, tomorrow
	Skill: Understand basic chronology through cycles and use simple time words to sequence personal events.
Example: Put pictures of their day in order and describe what happens first, next, and last.
Vocabulary: today, yesterday, tomorrow, first, next, last, long ago
	Skill: Sequence events within living memory and identify past or present using basic chronological Vocabulary.
Example: Sort old and new toys and explain which are from the past and which are from now.
Vocabulary: past, present, now, then, before, after, long ago
	Skill: Sequence events beyond living memory and use a wider range of time-related Vocabulary.
Example: Place events like the Great Fire of London on a simple timeline and describe when it happened.
Vocabulary: century, decade, modern, old, before, after, long ago
	Skill: Sequence historical periods and begin using BC/AD (or BCE/CE) on timelines.
Example: Create a timeline of the Stone Age to Iron Age and label it with BC dates.
Vocabulary: BC, AD, BCE, CE, prehistoric, ancient, period, timeline
	Skill: Use accurate chronological terms and construct timelines showing key events and overlaps.
Example: Make a timeline of Roman Britain and show what happened before and after.
Vocabulary: era, century, decade, ancient, modern, duration, overlap
	Skill: Place new historical periods in relation to previous learning and include concurrent events in timelines.
Example: Show the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings on a timeline and add what was happening elsewhere at the same time.
Vocabulary: chronology, concurrent, timeline, invasion, settlement, sequence
	Skill: Place all studied topics in a coherent chronological framework and compare periods across the world.
Example: Build a timeline including Ancient Greece, Maya, and World War II, and compare what was happening in each place.
Vocabulary: continuity, change, compare, contrast, era, civilisation, framework

	Handling Evidence
&
Historical Interpretation
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	Skill: Use stories and pictures to talk about the past and explore objects with curiosity.

Example: Look at a photo of themselves as a baby and say how they have changed.

Vocabulary: picture, photo, old, new, past, now
	Skill: Use stories and events to explore life in the past and ask simple ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions.
Example: Listen to a story about castles and ask, “Why did they live in castles?”
Vocabulary: story, before, after, different, same, past, today
	Skill: Handle and observe simple sources to find out about the past and recognise different ways it is shown.
Example: Look at old and new toys, describe what they see, and say which are older.

Vocabulary: source, photo, object, old, new, past, present
	Skill: Use sources to ask and answer questions and begin to consider reliability.

Example: Look at pictures of the Great Fire of London and ask, “How do we know what happened?”

Vocabulary: source, evidence, photograph, painting, diary, reliable, true
	Skill: Use a range of sources to build a picture of the past and explore why versions differ.
Example: Compare two pictures of the Romans and discuss why they look different.
Vocabulary: source, version, account, reliable, useful, accurate
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Skill: Compare sources and explain why they give different views, using evidence to support ideas.
Example: Read two descriptions of Viking raids and discuss why they might disagree.
Vocabulary: interpretation, viewpoint, reliable, bias, evidence, source
	Skill: Ask valid questions, select suitable sources, and explain why interpretations differ.
Example: Investigate why some pictures of the Battle of Hastings show different details.
Vocabulary: primary source, secondary source, interpretation, viewpoint, bias
	Skill: Use multiple sources to form interpretations and evaluate reliability and perspective.
Example: Use letters, maps, and photos to explain how World War II affected people’s lives.
Vocabulary: perspective, interpretation, reliability, bias, evidence, accuracy

	Continuity and Change
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	Skill: Talk about changes in their own lives and routines and notice changes in the world around them.
Example: Say, “I am bigger now than when I was a baby” or “The leaves have fallen off the trees.”
Vocabulary: then, now, before, after, today, yesterday
	Skill: Recognise and talk about simple changes in their lives and surroundings and begin to use past and present.
Example: Look at pictures of themselves as a baby and now, and say what has changed.
Vocabulary: past, present, now, then, different, same
	Skill: Identify changes in their own lives and family history and recognise how everyday life has changed over time.

Example: Compare old and new toys and explain which is from the past.

Vocabulary: old, new, past, present, change, compare
	Skill: Describe changes in the local area or familiar settings and identify similarities and differences between periods.

Example: Compare pictures of their town now and 100 years ago and describe what has changed.

Vocabulary: similar, different, change, past, present, reason
	Skill: Describe key changes within and across time periods and explain reasons for some changes.

Example: Explain how farming changed from the Stone Age to the Iron Age.

Vocabulary: continuity, change, period, reason, development
	Skill: Compare changes across different periods and recognise patterns of continuity.

Example: Compare Roman Britain to Anglo-Saxon Britain and discuss what stayed the same.

Vocabulary: continuity, change, pattern, impact, effect
	Skill: Analyse both change and continuity within a period and explain causes and consequences.

Example: Explain how life in Victorian Britain changed during the Industrial Revolution.

Vocabulary: cause, consequence, continuity, gradual, rapid
	Skill: Evaluate the impact of continuity and change and explain how it affected different groups.
Example: Discuss how World War II changed life for men and women, and what stayed the same.
Vocabulary: continuity, change, positive, negative, impact, develop

	Similarity and Difference
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	Skill: Talk about things that are the same or different in their own lives and those of others.
Example: Notice, “I have a dog, but my friend has a cat.”
Vocabulary: same, different, like, unlike, mine, yours

	Skill: Recognise and talk about simple similarities and differences in people’s lives, including past and present.

Example: Compare their toys with a grandparent’s toys and say what is different.

Vocabulary: same, different, past, now, before, after
	Skill: Identify similarities and differences in everyday life now and in the past using simple Vocabulary.
Example: Compare a modern classroom with one from 100 years ago.
Vocabulary: similar, different, past, present, change, compare
	Skill: Compare life in different time periods and describe similarities and differences in people’s experiences.

Example: Use pictures to compare rich and poor homes in Victorian times.

Vocabulary: similar, different, compare, rich, poor, past, present
	Skill: Describe and compare features of different historical periods, such as beliefs or daily life.

Example: Compare life in the Stone Age and Bronze Age, noting how tools changed.

Vocabulary: similar, different, society, culture, beliefs, daily life
	Skill: Compare civilisations or time periods and explain reasons for similarities and differences.
Example: Compare Ancient Egypt and Ancient Greece and explain why farming was important in both.
Vocabulary: civilisation, similar, different, invasion, belief, contrast
	Skill: Analyse similarities and differences across multiple historical periods or regions, using evidence.

Example: Compare the Roman Empire and the Maya civilisation, focusing on government and religion.

Vocabulary: similar, different, economy, technology, culture, influence
	Skill: Evaluate how and why aspects of life were similar or different across time and place, considering multiple factors.

Example: Compare life in World War II Britain and the USA, explaining why some differences occurred.

Vocabulary: evaluate, similar, different, religion, politics, trade, factors

	Cause and Consequence
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	Skill: Begin to understand that actions lead to outcomes and notice what happens after something is done.
Example: Say, “I spilled water, and now the floor is wet.”
Vocabulary: because, why, happen, then, afte
	Skill: Recognise that actions and events have consequences and begin to talk about reasons why things happen.

Example: Explain, “If you share your toy, your friend will be happy.”

Vocabulary: because, why, reason, after, next
	Skill: Identify simple causes and effects in historical stories or events.

Example: “The wolf blew the house down because it was made of straw.”

Vocabulary: cause, effect, because, why, happen, result
	Skill: Describe basic causes and consequences of historical events and how they affected people.

Example: “The Great Fire spread quickly because the houses were made of wood.”

Vocabulary: cause, consequence, result, because, effect, reason
	Skill: Recognise that events have more than one cause or consequence and describe short- and long-term effects.

Example: Explain why the Romans invaded Britain and what changed after they came.

Vocabulary: cause, consequence, short-term, long-term, impact, reason
	Skill: Explain a range of causes and consequences and begin to evaluate their importance.

Example: Discuss why the Vikings invaded and how it changed life in Britain.

Vocabulary: cause, consequence, impact, importance, link, effect
	Skill: Analyse complex causes and consequences and explain how events lead to multiple outcomes.

Example: Explain how the Industrial Revolution caused changes in factories, cities, and society.

Vocabulary: cause, consequence, factor, significance, outcome, chain reaction
	Skill: Assess the relative importance of causes and consequences and how they affected different groups.
Example: Evaluate why World War I started and how its consequences changed Europe.
Vocabulary: evaluate, primary cause, main factor, significance, effect, impact

	Significance
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	Skill: Begin to understand what is special or important to themselves and their family.

Example: Say, “My teddy is special because it’s mine.”

Vocabulary: special, important, mine, family, favourite
	Skill: Identify people, events, or objects that are important in their life or community and talk about why.

Example: “My birthday is important because we celebrate together.”

Vocabulary: important, special, why, family, celebrate
	Skill: Identify significant individuals and events and say why they are important in simple terms.

Example: “Florence Nightingale was important because she helped sick people.”

Vocabulary: important, significant, help, change, hero
	Skill: Recognise significant people, events, and objects beyond their own experience and explain simply why.

Example: “The Great Fire was important because it changed how houses were built.”

Vocabulary: important, significant, past, reason, change
	Skill: Explain why key historical figures or events are important and compare their significance.

Example: “Julius Caesar and Boudica were both important because they fought for control of Britain.”

Vocabulary: significant, impact, important, reason, compare
	Skill: Explain the significance of important events, people, or developments and how their importance changes over time.

Example: “The invention of the printing press was important because it helped ideas spread.”

Vocabulary: significance, influence, development, important, change over time
	Skill: Analyse the significance of historical events and individuals, considering their impact on society.

Example: “Martin Luther King is significant because his actions led to civil rights changes.”

Vocabulary: significant, impact, society, influence, viewpoint
	Skill: Evaluate the significance of events, people, and changes over time, using evidence and multiple perspectives.

Example: “World War II was significant because it changed international politics and everyday life.”

Vocabulary: evaluate, significance, perspective, evidence, impact
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DISCOVER, BE INSPIRED, SUCCEED




