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Geography Curriculum Document
Substantive Concepts
Locational Knowledge: ‘Knowing where’s where’ :build their own identity and develop their sense of place; develop an appreciation of distance and scale; learn about the orientation of the world, including references such as the continents and oceans that they can navigate from.

Place knowledge: Place knowledge brings meaning to locations and processes studied. It is place that connects the physical topography and physical or human geography processes with personal experience and how geographical conceptualisation brings meaning to undifferentiated ‘space’. Place is all about exploring localities and understanding similarities and differences between them.

Human and physical geography: Knowing why a phenomenon occurs and the impacts that it has are at the core of the discipline describe their own and others’ environments – recognise the similarities and differences between the world around them and contrasting environments; understand important processes and changes in the world around them, including those affecting the land, bodies of water and the air, people, and wildlife.

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork: Through fieldwork, pupils encounter geographical concepts first-hand and connect their learning in classrooms with the complexity of the real world. Through observing, collecting data for themselves, analysing it and describing their findings, pupils learn how to observe and record the environment around them.

Map skills: Geographical skills include both constructing and interpreting hard-copy and digital maps and plans. This involves the use of atlases and globes. Maps are, to a certain extent, the language of geography. Throughout school, pupils are introduced to different types of mapping, including topological and thematic mapping, as they progress through key stage 2 decoding information from maps: constructing (or encoding) maps; analysing distributions and relationships; route-finding; interpreting the information to draw conclusions.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Autumn
	Autumn
	Spring
	Spring
	Summer
	Summer

	Nursery
	In Nursery, children will be given the opportunity to explore and respond to different natural phenomena in their setting and on trips. (e.g. Watching weather forecasts from different countries) They will know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos. (e.g. Comparing countries with cold climates to those with hot climates through small world play and videos and exploring where animals live) Practitioners will create books and displays about children’s families around the world, or holidays they have been on. (e.g. Children bringing in photographs of themselves, including postcards and images from visits to new places) Children will be encouraged to talk about each other’s families and ask questions. (e.g. Sharing family photographs and discussing similarities and differences) They will use a diverse range of props, puppets, dolls and books to encourage children to notice and talk about similarities and differences.

	Reception
	In Reception, children will know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos. (e.g. Learning about the locations of different animals and experiencing cuisine from other countries.) They will be able to draw information from a simple map. Opportunities will include drawing children’s attention to the immediate environment, introducing and modelling new vocabulary where appropriate. (e.g. Using globes and maps to name features of our planet, such as land, sea, rivers and mountains and vocabulary explored through stories) Children will be familiarised with the name of the road, and or village/town/city the school is located in. (e.g. Exploring key features and landmarks of Cardinham, when on a village walk) They will look at aerial views of the school setting, encouraging children to comment on what they notice, recognising buildings, open space, roads and other simple features. (e.g. Using Google Earth, walking around the local area and identifying places of importance to them) They will be offered opportunities to choose to draw simple maps of their immediate environment, or maps from imaginary story settings they are familiar with. (e.g. route maps of how they get to school) They learn about the weather and how it can affect us. (e.g. Naming and explaining the seasons, noticing the changes around us and the effect of different weathers on our immediate environment, where animals live).

	Year 1
	Human and Physical Geography
How are the weather patterns different between each of the seasons?

	
	
	Locational Knowledge
How do I use a map to explore Cardinham?
	
	Human and Physical Geography
How are the weather patterns different between each of the seasons?

Locational Knowledge
Why do people choose to visit Cornwall?
	
	Locational Knowledge
What is it like in the United Kingdom?

	Year 2/3
	Year A
	
	Locational Knowledge
Where are the continents and oceans of the world?
	
	Human and Physical Geography
Where in the world are the hot and cold places?
	
	Place Knowledge
How is day to day life the same and different between London and Nairobi?

Fieldwork
Does Bodmin have all the amenities that people need?

	
	Year B
	
	Human and Physical Geography
How do people choose where to settle?
	
	Human and Physical Geography
Are all mountains the same?
	
	Place Knowledge
Would you prefer to live in Greece or I the UK?

Fieldwork
How does the traffic flow outside Cardinham School affect people?

	Year 4/5/6
	Year A
	
	Human and Physical Geography
How does the water cycle influence our everyday lives?
	
	Place Knowledge
How important are rivers?
	
	Human and Physical Geography
How does the Amazon Rainforest affect my life?

	
	Year B
	
	Fieldwork skills
How could a park in Bodmin be improved?
	
	Locational Knowledge
Place Knowledge
Human and Physical Geography
[bookmark: _GoBack]How does life in the Rocky Mountains compare to life in Cornwall?
	Human and Physical Geography
How do the things we buy end up in our shops?
	Locational Knowledge
Place Knowledge
Human and Physical Geography
How do coastlines and their uses change overtime?

	
	Year C
	
	Human and Physical Geography
How do Volcanoes and Earthquakes impact humans?

	
	Human and Physical Geography
Is global warming a bad thing?
	
	Human and Physical Geography
Are Cornish Companies truly Cornish?

Fieldwork
How can we improve the Cardinham School grounds before we leave?
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