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At Cardinham Primary School, we recognise that the Early Years are one of the most important stages in a child's education. You only get one chance at Early Years and we are committed to making those precious first experiences of school positive, inspiring and memorable. We believe that a strong start in Reception lays the foundations for future success, helping children develop the confidence, curiosity and resilience that will support them throughout their educational journey and beyond.
Our aim is to nurture a lifelong love of learning from the very beginning. We provide a safe, welcoming and inclusive environment where every child feels valued, supported and encouraged to thrive. We understand that every child is unique and arrives with their own experiences, interests and strengths. Through high-quality interactions and carefully planned learning opportunities, our staff get to know each child as an individual, ensuring that they feel a strong sense of belonging within our school community.
Relationships are at the heart of our practice. We use the ShREC approach to support high-quality interactions with children, placing a strong emphasis on Sharing Attention, Responding, Expanding and Conversing. Through these meaningful interactions, adults carefully observe children's interests, listen attentively to their ideas and thinking, and skilfully extend learning through questioning, modelling and discussion. This helps children to develop their communication and language skills, deepen their understanding and become confident learners.
We believe children learn best when they are actively engaged, motivated and interested in what they are doing. Therefore, we place great value on child-initiated learning and purposeful play. Our staff carefully plan experiences that build upon children's interests and developmental needs, enabling them to explore, investigate and make sense of the world around them. We encourage children to take positive risks, solve problems, think creatively and develop independence, ensuring they become active participants in their own learning journey.
Our stimulating indoor and outdoor environments are designed to inspire curiosity, exploration and discovery. Every aspect of the learning environment is carefully considered to promote challenge, independence and opportunities for meaningful learning across all areas of development. We believe that some of the most valuable learning opportunities arise naturally through children's play, and we strive to make the most of every moment throughout the school day.
Children are encouraged to develop the Characteristics of Effective Learning by:
· Playing and Exploring
· Active Learning
· Creating and Thinking Critically
Our broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum provides children with the knowledge, skills and experiences they need to flourish. We place a particular emphasis on communication and language, personal, social and emotional development, and physical development during the early stages of Reception, recognising that these areas provide the essential foundations for future learning. Alongside this, children develop early reading, vocabulary and writing skills through a rich combination of child-initiated experiences and carefully planned adult-led teaching.
Assessment is an integral part of our practice and is woven naturally into daily learning. Through observation, discussion and reflection, staff develop a deep understanding of each child's progress and next steps. Children are also encouraged to reflect upon and celebrate their own learning, helping them to develop pride, confidence and ownership of their achievements.
We recognise the importance the importance of strong relationships with our families. By working together and sharing observations, achievements and special moments from both home and school, we gain a fuller picture of each child's development. This partnership enables us to provide the very best support and ensures that every child receives the strongest possible start to their education.
Our vision is simple: for every child to leave Reception as a happy, confident and enthusiastic learner, equipped with the skills, knowledge and self-belief to thrive as they continue their journey through Cardinham Primary School.
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